
 

Honoring A Founding 
Member 
 
Patricia Graveley was given new 
status as Honorary Lifetime 
Member of the Great Divide 
Orchid Society.  Pat is one of 
the founding members of the 
GDOS.  Over 25 years and she is 
still a vital part of our society.  
She has sold more raffle tickets 
than anyone, ever!  And she's 
signed up a lot of new 
members, too.  We wish one of 
Pat's wonderful daughters 
would share her passion for 
orchids, but there's still time.  
Thank you, Pat, for everything 
you do.  We all love you. 
 

 
 
Welcome New Members 
We welcome the following 
people who joined the Great 
Divide Orchid Society last 
month:  Jan Johnson, Andrea 
Lawrence. Liz Chant, Revlin 
LaVie,  Nicole George, William 
Hall, Virginia Wille and Kareen 
Bangert. 

19th Annual Orchid Show 
and Sale Recap 
 
Thank you to all members who 
rolled up their sleeves, pitched in 
and gave their time and talents to 
make our show a success!  There 
were about 88 entries to the 
show.  The Pauline Allen Award 
went to Jan and Don Wannebo’s 
pink cattleya.  The Pauline Allen 
Award is voted by the members 
of the Society as a viewer 
favorite.  The award is named in 
honor of Pauline Allen, the Great 
Divide Society’s benefactor.  
We also gave a $500 donation to 
the Denver Judging Center. 
 

 
Alan Koch’s Talk 
 
We all gathered at the Free 
Ceramics Studio to hear AOS 
Judge and owner of Gold Country 
Orchids, Alan Koch’s talk on 
growing, watering and blooming 
orchids successfully by looking at 
their native environments.  The 
caveat is not all orchid books 
describe the actual environment 
where the orchids thrive and 
bloom.  Light, humidity, nutrients 
and air flow determine growing 
and blooming success. 
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My take aways from the 
lecture were root health and 
salt sensitivity of many 
orchids.  Miltonias, 
sophronitis are particularly 
sensitive to salt.  Digbiyanas 
are salt sensitive in the 
winter.  Koch’s 
recommendation was to 
fertilize, wait 25 minutes and 
flush these orchids with 
clean or in my case, reverse 
osmosis (RO) water.    
If an orchid you have is not 
thriving, look up the 
parentage of the plant and it 
will give clues to growing and 
blooming success.   
For growing tips, Koch 
recommended going to the 
American Orchid Society’s 
(AOS) site and using the tool:  
Orchids A-Z.  
http://www.aos.org/orchids/
orchids-a-to-z.aspx  
 
 AOS members should access 
this information rather than 
"Googling" about an orchid 
because the AOS has well-
researched data on native 
environments.  Alan said 
there is a lot of erroneous 
information about specific 
orchid environments, often 
because orchid "hunters" did 
not want to tell anyone else 
where they found orchids. 
If you need help accessing 
the site, contact Nancy Horn 
or Cheri Bergeron. 

 
November Meeting 

Alan Koch gave the society 
two plants which will be 
raffled off at the November 
13th meeting.  
 

We will discuss day and times of 
the upcoming meetings and 
whether to change from 
meeting on Mondays to 
meeting on Saturdays.  It's hard 
to please everyone, so we 
should discuss this before 
January. 

We will be repotting orchids 
and possibly dividing crowded 
pots.   It might also be an 
opportunity to do some plant 
swaps.  After buying "new" 
orchids at the show, maybe it's 
time for the "old" ones to go.   

Come and experience the 
“Great Divide”.  Bring any 
orchids that might need 
repotting or to get advice.  Let’s 
hope for a warm day! 

Bring any show n’tell shares and 
news.   

 
GDOS Is on Facebook and 
Instagram! 
Look it up!  Go to Facebook and 
search for “Great Divide Orchid 
Society”!  Like us on the page 
and post any news or photos 
between meetings. This is a fun 
way to “show off” our orchids!   
 
And we are on Instagram:   
Greatdivideorchidsociety2010.  
Post photos and see photos of  
those that follow us on the site.   

 
GDOS Webpage 
Address:  
https://www.greatdivideorchids
ociety.org/ 
 
All events and meeting days 
and times will be posted on the 
webpage. 
 

Many thanks to Angela McDannel 
for volunteering to be the 
Webmaster and to Emily Hinz for 
helping developing the webpage.  
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