
    
 

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

 

  

THE SEPTEMBER 2017 AOS CORNER– From the desk of Denise Lucero, Vice-Chair, 

American Orchid Society Affiliated Societies Committee (dluceroaosmembership@gmail.com). 

For newsletter editors:   

Orchid societies are welcome to reproduce the AOS Corner, in whole or in part, in their society 

newsletters.  We encourage promotion of AOS website use by your members. 

 

AFFILIATED SOCIETIES STATUS…  staying current 

Just a couple of reminders for AOS Reps that might be new to the role.  The quickest way to 

assure your society is up to date and doesn’t miss out on any benefits that being an Affiliated 

Member brings http://www.aos.org/about-us/affiliated-societies.aspx. 

Make sure your local society membership is current and not expired.  You can do that by one of 

two ways.  Log into your local society account from the AOS website login 

page https://secure.aos.org/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=http://www.aos.org.  The society’s expiration 

date will be displayed as part of the account info.  Make sure you are logged into the unique 

account for your society and not your own individual account.  You can also look at the label of 

your latest Orchids magazine received for the society.  The membership renewal date is printed 

there as a reminder each month. 

Take a look on the website to make sure your local society information is up to 

date http://www.aos.org/about-us/affiliated-societies/affiliated-societies-lookup.aspx.  If you 

suspect your information as the AOS rep has not been communicated to us please drop us a line 

at  TheAOS@AOS.org with your current information so that we can keep our records up to date 

and contact you with new information about being an Affiliated Society member on behalf of 

your Society. 

Look out for this AOS Corner release each month for the latest information about the AOS.  We 

also encourage everyone to check out our website often as well.  New information is added and 

updated are made daily. 

Thanks for all the pics that you are sending in for the InstaGram feed.  It’s really wonderful to 

see such a variety of everything orchid that’s enjoyed around the globe. Please continue to send 

your photos and short videos to: americanorchidsociety@gmail.com. Be sure to send a short 
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caption explaining your photo. Also, if you are bilingual and can include your caption in English 

plus your other language(s)—it will help with our universal outreach. 

Don’t forget to check-in on our Facebook Group Page for Affiliated Societies of the American 

Orchid Society.  Our administrator, Chad Brinkerhuff, monitors the feed and is a great resource 

for all that the AOS has to offer.  Keep us up to date on what’s going on at your local society 

and let us know how we can help you.  If he doesn’t have the answer you need, he will find it for 

you. 

If you have an upcoming show, remember to check out the “Guide to a Successful Orchid 

Show” which can aid even the most experienced to stay organized and on-track while planning a 

show.  Also, remember we have an updated List of Speakers to help you plan society meeting 

programs.  You will now find the Affiliated Societies link on the home page under the “About 

Us” heading. 

Here’s the link: AOS.org 

We always want to encourage members to join us so we try to share as much as possible.  Here’s 

some content you’ll find in this month’ 

s President’s Message in Orchids Magazine. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from George Hatfield 

Last month I reported that membership had climbed almost eight percent year-over-year since 

the spring meeting in Asheville last year.  As I write this, we are just shy of 8,900 members.  My 

goal—and that of Naya Marcano, Director of Administration and Member Services—is to hit 

10,000 members by the end of the year.  To help us recruit new members, Naya created a new 

page on the AOS website that spells out the numerous benefits of membership, including 

information about the partners in the member discount program and the reciprocal garden 

admissions program.  Should you know some prospective members, direct them to the AOS 

Membership link in the About Us section on our website for everything they need to know to 

become a member. 

  

Do you want to get more involved in the AOS?  We are seeking nominations for members to 

serve on the Board of Trustees.  The following experience/skills are particularly 

desirable:  development and fund-raising, marketing, strategic planning, finance/investment, 

environmental conservation/research.  You can nominate any member in good standing, 

including yourself.  All nominations will be evaluated by the Nominating Committee.  You can 

submit nominations to nominating_committee@aos.org. 

  

The always-popular annual supplement to Orchids magazine will be mailed in October.  This 

year it delves deeply into the genus Phalaenopsis.  I bet it was this genus that began an orchid 

addiction for many of you!  This marks the eighth year of the supplement, which started as a 

way to publish an article that was too long for a regular issue of Orchids and became an eagerly 

anticipated bonus issue of the year. This separate publication gives us the opportunity to present 

a monograph to you each year without compromising the general interest of the monthly issues. 
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Heads up!  The Spring 2018 Members Meeting will be held in conjunction with the Santa 

Barbara International Orchid Show next March.  The Santa Barbara Show is one of the oldest, 

largest and most prestigious orchid shows in the United States.  Grand orchid displays installed 

by local, national and international artisans and orchid enthusiasts, displays of orchid art, 

photography and floral arrangements, and a comprehensive workshop and demonstration 

schedule will provide you with a rich orchid experience.  Details will be forthcoming, but mark 

March 7-11 on your calendars to attend the meeting. 

  

Speaking of meetings, the 22nd World Orchid Conference will be held in Guayaquil (The Pearl 

of the Pacific), Ecuador this November.  Although small, Ecuador is one of the most diverse 

countries on the planet.  Over 17,000 species of plants have been classified and described in the 

country, 4,235 of which are orchid species.  So how fitting that the WOC is being held in 

Ecuador!  The Conference will cover three main topics—science, horticulture and conservation 

biology—via lectures over four days.  There will also be day-long symposia focusing on Andean 

orchids and the genus Vanilla.  This will mark the first time that this most commercially 

important orchid genus has been the subject of a symposium at a World Orchid 

Congress.  Visit www.woc22.com for more information. 

 

UPCOMING WEBINARS 

 

Exhibit Judging with David Janvrin, AOS Accredited Judge 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EDT     Public Webinar 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/ryz3/Y/61/Spn/6Zcfc4/kg0akUEWD/P


 

Show Trophy awarded to the Mobile Are Orchid Society; Photographer: Larry Hennessey 

Please join David Janvrin, AOS Accredited Judge from the Atlanta Judging Center, as he takes 

us through the steps of AOS exhibit judging.  

Register now using this link: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4152830511639542785 

 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017@ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Open to All 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, 

who will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on question submitted by 

attendees.  Please send your questions to stillilsch@cox.net by Sunday, September 10th. 
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Register now using this link:  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7700167286262289923 

 

Judging Pleurothallids with Esteban (Steven) Gonzales 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Judging - Members only 

 

Pleurothallis modesta 'Free Spirit' CBR/AOS; Photographer: Max Thompson 

Join Esteban (Steve) Gonzalez and review how to judge those beautiful and diminutive 

pleurothallids.  

Register now using this link:  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9119068349037565443 

 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

Tuesday, October 12, 2017@ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Open to All 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/ryz3/3/6h/Spn/6Zcfc4/UUt9mT0e7b/P
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Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, 

who will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on question submitted by 

attendees.  Please send your questions tostillilsch@cox.netby Sunday, Octoberber 10th. 

Register now using this link: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4527748585663490051 

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 

joining the webinar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the 

speaker and view his presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of 

the audience. You can join either on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, 

via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or 

use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a microphone for your computer to use 

VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded 

and posted on the AOS website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at 

your convenience. 

 

YOUR SOCIETY CAN EARN FREE AOS MEMBERSHIP EXTENSIONS: 

Encourage new membership to AOS.  Affiliated societies can now earn a one-month extension 

of their AOS society membership for each new AOS member that they refer (note: membership 

renewals don’t count).  For now, the only way to take advantage of this program is to download 

and print the AOS Membership Application Form, check the box “yes” to indicate that you 

are a member of a local orchid society, most importantly fill in the NAME of your orchid 

society, and mail the completed application and payment to: AOS, 10901 Old Cutler Road, 

Coral Gables, Florida 33156. 

With twelve new AOS members, your affiliated society can have a FULL YEAR OF FREE 

AOS membership!  Be sure to have membership applications with your society’s name already 

filled in and available at your club meetings! 

Remember to let your members know, we want to sweeten the deal and give them every possible 

reason to join AOS today!  If they become an American Orchid Society member, they have 

considerably more resources at their disposal making growing orchids even more enjoyable and 

successful. 

Digital Access To Over 350+  

past issues of Orchids magazine extending back to 1932! 
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THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and 

beautiful pictures on: 

•    Orchids Illustrated - Platanthera bifolia 

•    For the Novice - Applying Fertilizers and Chemicals 

•    Aerangis Name Game 

•    Barkeria 

•    First Ladies and Their Cattleyas - C. Edith Bolling Wilson 

•    Pescatoria wallisii and Gustava Willis 

•    Top Ten From the Stanhopea Alliance 



 

Stanhopea ruckeri 'Windy Hill' AM/AOS; Photographer: Melissa Garner 

 

Orchid Basics: The How and Why of Watering 

Dr. Ron McHatton, PhD 

More orchids are killed by incorrect watering than by any other reason.  There are two separate 

components to proper watering; when and how.  The vast majority of orchids grown by hobby 

growers are epiphytes, growing on trees above the ground where the light is more 

plentiful.  These plants are adapted to having their roots exposed to light and air so in addition to 

water, orchid roots need air.  The central core of an epiphytic orchid root is covered with a 

spongy material called velamen designed to store water.  When this spongy material remains wet 

too long, the central core suffocates and begins to rot.  Once the roots begin to rot, the plant can 



no longer take up water properly and a whole host of problems begin.  At worst, root rot will 

eventually spread causing cause the death of the plant (Figure 1).  In other cases, the loss of 

roots prevents the plant from absorbing sufficient water to maintain the plant in good condition 

and the leaves will take on a wrinkled appearance (Figure 2).  Unfortunately, the symptoms of 

over-watering and under-watering are superficially similar and the tendency is to increase 

watering rather than inspect the roots.  Over-watered roots will be brown and mushy while those 

on under-watered plants will be white or gray and obviously dry.  Let’s look first at when to 

water.   

When do I water? 

Orchids should be watered just as they dry out.  This rule applies to all orchids with slight 

variations depending on whether your plant has pseudobulbs (thickened stems that are designed 

to store water) or not.  Orchids such as cattleyas and oncidiums should be allowed to just dry 

completely between waterings while orchids such as Phalaenopsis and vandas that have no water 

storage organs should be watered just before dryness occurs.  For vandas, this may mean daily 

watering during the warm summer months.  Vandas and ascocendas that are properly watered 

will have actively growing root tips at all times (Figure 3).  If the root tips on your plants dry up 

and seal over, you are not watering often enough. 

There’s unfortunately no magic formula; i.e., water a plant in a 6” pot every 7 days and you’ll be 

trouble free.  This is because your growing area is different from anyone else’s.  Humidity, air 

movement, potting medium (type and age) and light levels all play a role.  There are several 

ways to determine when a potted orchid is almost dry:) 1) dry pots will feel lighter when lifted; 

2) clay pots feel dry; 3) a wooden stake or skewer inserted into the potting mix will come out 

almost dry (Figure 4).  If in doubt, a finger inserted into the potting mix is perhaps the best tool 

to determine the moisture content of the potting mix.  It will cause no harm to the plant.  And 

remember, fresh potting mix will always dry out faster than the old medium. 

How do I water? 

How to water is just as important to proper culture as when to water.  When orchids are watered, 

they should be watered copiously (Figure 5).  Place the plant in the sink and allow the water to 

run freely from the drainage holes. Do not use salt-softened water.  This is your opportunity to 

examine how the potting mix behaves.  If you cannot pour water rapidly through the pot, the 

potting mix is too dense and you run the risk of starving the roots for air.  If you see finely 

divided material that looks like coffee grounds in the water coming from the drainage holes, 

your potting mix is breaking down.  Both of these are signs it’s time to repot into fresh 

medium.  At a minimum, try to thoroughly water your plants at least once a month. 

Finally, a couple of notes about mounted plants and those like vandas that are grown in baskets 

without additional potting medium.  First, avoid dunking these plants in buckets of water.  This 

practice very easily spreads diseases.  If one plant has a disease, all those dunked in the same 

bucket of water will have been exposed as well.  Also, two short waterings a few minutes apart 

are much more effective than one long watering.  Once water runs off the plant, the roots will 

have absorbed essentially all they can at that time and excess water simply runs off to the 



ground.  The proper technique is to water your plants, and then a few minutes later water them 

again, always beginning with the first plant you watered.  This allows time for the roots of the 

last plant watered to finish absorbing water before you wet them again.  Roots that are 

completely saturated will be a solid color while those that are not will appear mottled.   

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!  

16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of recently awarded orchids. 

 

RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving awards from the 

AOS!  Visit the new “Latest Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning 

photographs!  Click on the thumbnails to see them in larger format.  Free to members and 

nonmembers. 



 

Paphiopedilum thaianum 'Fagen's Orchids' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Jim Tear 

Let’s grow together, 

Denise Lucero 
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