
  

  

  

  
 

  

 

  

THE AUGUST 2017 AOS CORNER– From the desk of Denise Lucero, Vice-Chair, American 

Orchid Society Affiliated Societies Committee (dluceroaosmembership@gmail.com). 

For newsletter editors:  Orchid societies are welcome to reproduce the AOS Corner, in whole or 

in part, in their society newsletters.  We encourage promotion of AOS website use by your 

members. 

 

AFFILIATED SOCIETIES COMMITTEE 

One of the areas many societies are focusing their efforts on is growing membership with the 

addition of younger members in mind. The Education Committee of the AOS is spearheading 

the drive to promote youthful interest in orchids, involve children in the shows more directly, 

provide educational opportunities and reward children in a meaningful way that encourages 

interest and includes an educational component in each activity.  Where better to start a passion 

for orchids than by creating a “Kids’ Corner” at your next show?  Take a look at Sandy 

Stubbings Kids’ Corner Recap on the AOS site to see some ideas that have been very 

successful.  There are also links, on the left side of the page, to a series of articles with ideas that 

you should take the time to look through.  Whether you use them at a show or as a regular 

component of your society meetings, let the Education Committee know about your activities at 

sstubbings@comcast.net and remember to post and share in the Affiliated Societies Facebook 

Group. 

Our Instagram following continues to grow.  Let your society members know that we would 

love to have them join us.  If they have an account they can locate us by doing a search for 

americanorchidsociety on Instagram and follow us.  In the short time our IG site has been up we 

have gained over 4,200 followers--and each time we post we get new followers!  Amazingly, 

most of our followers appear to be international — which proves that orchids speak a universal 

language!  To keep this momentum going, we need your help. Please send your photos and short 

videos to: americanorchidsociety@gmail.com. Award photos (with credits) from judging centers 

are very popular. Candid shots and videos taken with a smartphone are great for IG posts.  Of 

particular interest to IG followers are photos that show: repotting activities, unusual mounted 

orchids, species found in situ, shots of your growing area, orchids under lights, large specimen 

orchids, illustrated orchid growing tips, greenhouse tours, or a society activity. Be sure to send a 

short caption explaining your photo. Also, if you are bilingual and can include your caption in 

English plus your other language(s)—it will help with our universal outreach. 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rUTd/6/v/Spn/6ZFROZ/z5hkHUSRXS/P


Even if you’re not yet an Instagram user, don’t forget that we also have an Affiliated Societies 

of the American Orchid Society Facebook page as a closed group.Our committee member Chad 

Brinkerhuff created and does a great job administrating the page. There’s a lot going on in 

societies out there and a lot of exciting ideas.  We are finding that many societies are looking for 

ideas to invigorate their shows and meetings.  Although you probably already share your 

successes with other local societies, this group is a place where you can discuss what worked 

and what didn’t with others who are facing the same issues in a larger forum.If you haven’t 

joined the group yet, please do.  We really want to hear from you.  Search for the group on 

Facebook and send a request to join to Chad.  He’ll be happy to have you contribute. 

If you have an upcoming show, remember to check out the “Guide to a Successful Orchid 

Show” which can aid even the most experienced to stay organized and on-track while planning a 

show.  Also, remember we have an updated List of Speakers to help you plan society meeting 

programs.  You will now find the Affiliated Societies link on the home page under the “About 

Us” heading. 

Here’s the link: AOS.org 

 

As this year’s hurricane season is being forecast to be more active than usual, here are some tips 

from Martin Motes who has been growing in Southern Florida for more than 50 years.  This 

article was originally published in Orchids magazine.  Please note that the AOS does not 

endorse the use of any specific chemical agents.  In the case that you choose to follow 

recommendations given by a contributor make sure to adhere to all local, state and federal laws 

in the use of these agents.  Take the time to learn how to use them safely and follow 

manufacturers usage instructions. 

HURRICANE PREPARATION 

With so much time, money and emotion involved in our orchids, a clear plan for protecting them 

during hurricane season is essential. 

BEFORE THE STORM If the plants are few and space is available bring them in. Water the 

plants thoroughly and allow enough time for them to dry before moving them into the house or 

garage.  

Larger collections that cannot be moved inside present other problems. First, though, and it may 

seem contra-intuitive in face of the heavy rains that typically accompany a hurricane, water the 

plants to the point of saturation. This will make them heavier and less likely to be blown about 

or away. Electric power is frequently cut for days following a storm (after Hurricane Andrew 

outlying areas were without power for two months) and one may not be able to water the plants 

for an extended period. Hurricanes are also sometimes dry with little rain but filled with 

windborne salt spray that can be damaging to plants that are not fully hydrated. Following this 

saturating watering, if time allows the foliage to dry, spray the plants with a general fungicide 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rUTd/s/y/Spn/6ZFROZ/67M3xSXSeb/P


such as Thiophanate methyl (Cleary’s 3336 or Thiomyl) mixed with a spreader sticker to protect 

them from diseases. 

Place all plants on the floor of the greenhouse; leave no plants hanging. Wind speeds increase 

exponentially with elevation. If buildings or other large, secure structures provide windbreaks, 

position plants as close to these as possible. Concrete floors of patios are preferred to lawns or 

bare ground that, when flooded, will bring soilborne pathogens into contact with the orchids. If 

the grower has sufficient heavy objects, such as cement blocks, to use as anchors, the plants can 

be covered with shade or other cloth but such covering needs to be well secured; if left flapping 

it may cause more harm than good. 

MORE PRECAUTIONS Pay attention to protecting growing facilities. In hurricane winds, 

shade cloth is a sail and polyethylene film is even more susceptible. Both have sufficient wind 

resistance to tear even steel-framed greenhouses to pieces. Both plastic and shade cloth should 

be removed or furled when the first rains and clouds of the storm make their shade no longer 

needed. In addition to protecting the shade-house structure, this action is vital to preserve the 

materials themselves. After the storm, sunshine can return rapidly, bringing with it the potential 

to burn exposed orchid plants. Indeed, sunburn is often the most severe damage that results from 

storms. For this reason, plastic and shade cloth should be carefully guarded. Furled tightly in 

place where it can be quickly re-spread to protect the plants is a good solution for category I or 

II storms (74-95 mph and 96-110 mph, respectively, on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale). 

For more severe storms, the materials should be folded and carefully stored. Nothing will be of 

more value after the storm than shade. 

ORCHID FIRST AID First be prepared to quickly replace shade either on the structure or by 

positioning shade cloth temporarily until the structure can be rebuilt. The plants will have been 

severely stunned, bruised or nicked by buffeting winds. Often they will have been dark and wet 

for many hours. These conditions are the most highly conducive to fungal and bacterial 

development. While the plants are still wet they can be sprayed with a tertiary ammonia product, 

such as Physan. Consan or Greenshield (pool algicide contains the same chemical). This has the 

advantage of blending with the water on the plants to provide some immediate protection. Once 

the plants are dry again, spray them with a broad-spectrum fungicide/bactericide. Cupric 

hydroxide (Kocide, Champion) mixed with Mancozeb (Manzate. Dithane M45) at 1 Tbs. each 

per 1 gallon of water (15 ml each per 3.8 L) of each should do a good job. A spreader-sticker is 

desirable. 

The strategy for the next few weeks is to keep the plants as dry as possible (most will be moving 

toward more dormant states in September and October). Close monitoring for disease 

development plus excising damaged tissue as disease develops are essential. This should be 

done with a clean instrument that is disinfected between cuts, preferably with a supersaturated 

solution of trisodium phosphate or by flaming the cutting edge. Spraying the entire collection 

will go a long way toward preventing isolated problems from becoming epidemic. —  

Martin Motes, Motes Orchids, 25000 Southwest 162nd Avenue, Homestead, Florida 33031 (e-

mail martinmotes@gmail.com). 



UPCOMING WEBINARS 

 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

Tuesday, August 8, 2017@ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Everyone invited 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, 

who will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on question submitted by attendees. 

Please send your questions tostillilsch@cox.netby Sunday, August 6th. 

Register now using this link:  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7707356990214464771 

Judging Webinars 

Inheritance and Genetics in Orchids with Rob Griesbach 

Thursday, August 17, 2017@ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Members Only 

Join us for an American Orchid Society judging webinar with Rob Griesbach, Accredited Judge 

from the National Capital Judging Center, on Inheritance and Genetics in Orchids.  

Register now using this link:https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5539845738505511681 

 

Exhibit Judging with David Janvrin, AOS Accredited Judge 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EDT     Everyone invited 



 

AOS Show Trophy awarded to the Mobile Area Orchid Society; Photographer: Larry Hennessey 

Please join David Janvrin, AOS Accredited Judge from the Atlanta Judging Center, as he takes 

us through the steps of AOS exhibit judging.  

Register now using this link: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4152830511639542785 

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 

joining the webinar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the 

speaker and view his presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of 

the audience. You can join either on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, 

via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or 



use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a microphone for your computer to use 

VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded 

and posted on the AOS website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at 

your convenience. 

 

YOUR SOCIETY CAN EARN FREE AOS MEMBERSHIP EXTENSIONS: 

Encourage new membership to AOS.  Affiliated societies can now earn a one-month extension 

of their AOS society membership for each new AOS member that they refer (note: membership 

renewals don’t count).  For now, the only way to take advantage of this program is to download 

and print the AOS Membership Application Form, check the box “yes” to indicate that you are a 

member of a local orchid society, most importantly fill in the NAME of your orchid society, and 

mail the completed application and payment to: AOS, 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables, 

Florida 33156. 

With twelve new AOS members, your affiliated society can have a FULL YEAR OF FREE 

AOS membership!  Be sure to have membership applications with your society’s name already 

filled in and available at your club meetings! 

Remember to let your members know, we want to sweeten the deal and give them every possible 

reason to join AOS today!  If they become an American Orchid Society member, they have 

considerably more resources at their disposal making growing orchids even more enjoyable and 

successful. 

Digital Access To Over 350+  

past issues of Orchids magazine extending back to 1932! 

 

THE AUGUST ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful 

pictures on: 

•  Orchids Illustrated – Eulophia 

•  For the Novice - Orchid Triage 

  

•  Some New Pelexiaolivacea Hybrids 

•  Cattleya (Laelia) milleri 

  

•  Lindleyana - Horichiadressleri  

•  GrowingSarcochilus 



 

Sarcochilus Kulnura Dazzel 'Elizabeth Anne' AM/AOS; Phtographer: Ramon de los Santos 

  

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!  

16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of recently awarded orchids. 

 

RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving awards from the 

AOS!  Visit the new “Latest Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning 

photographs!  Click on the thumbnails to see them in larger format.  Free to members and 

nonmembers. 



 

Catleya pupurata var. sanguinea 'Phyllis' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Ramon de los Santos 
  

 


