
 
  

THE JULY 2017 AOS CORNER – From the desk of Denise Lucero, Vice-Chair, American Orchid 

Society Affiliated Societies Committee (dluceroaosmembership@gmail.com). 

For newsletter editors:  
Orchid societies are welcome to reproduce the AOS Corner, in whole or in part, in their society newsletters.  We 
encourage promotion of AOS website use by your members. 

 

AFFILIATED SOCIETIES COMMITTEE 

As we move through the summer months, the Affiliated Society Committee members are going to continue their 
efforts to reach out to all Society Reps individually.  Remember that we are the interface between affiliated orchid 
societies, AOS Reps and the AOS.  We want to know about your concerns and suggestions and we are here to 
provide support.  Let us know how we can help your society to thrive. 

Just over one year ago we started the Affiliated Societies of the American Orchid Society Facebook page as a 
closed group.  Our committee member Chad Brinkerhuff created and does a great job administrating the 
page.  There’s a lot going on in societies out there and a lot of exciting ideas.  We are finding that many societies are 
looking for ideas to invigorate their shows and meetings.  Although you probably already share your successes with 
other local societies, this group is a place where you can discuss what worked and what didn’t with others who are 
facing the same issues in a larger forum.  If you haven’t joined the group yet, please do.  We really want to hear from 
you.  Search for the group on Facebook and send a request to join to Chad.  He’ll be happy to have you contribute. 

Starting this month you’re going to see a section in the Corner on Cultural/Educational info that you can cut & paste 
into your newsletters.  Let us know what you’d like to see and we’ll try to include it.  You can send an e-mail or post 
onto the Affiliated Societies Facebook group. 

If you have an upcoming show, remember to check out the “Guide to a Successful Orchid Show” which can aid even 
the most experienced to stay organized and on-track while planning a show.  Also, remember we have an 
updated List of Speakers to help you plan society meeting programs.  You will now find the Affiliated Societies link on 
the home page under the “About Us” heading. 

Here’s the link: AOS.org 

 

JULY FIREWORKS 

By Thomas Mirenda, Originally published in Orchids Magazine – July 2006 

Family Gatherings and Grilling Bring Together the Holiday Spirit 

SUMMER FUN REACHES ITS PEAK in July, with the hot weather finally arriving and sunscreen flying off the 
shelves.  For kids, it just doesn't get any better than July — barbeques, cooling off in the sprinkler or pool by day and 
backyard fireworks displays by night.  Occasionally, there will be the unusual child who gravitates away from all the 
hullaballoo in the backyard and finds that shady spot where orchids are growing.  With bursts of Epidendrum and 
brassia flowers and huge cornet like scapes of glowing encyclia and myrmecophila blossoms reaching skyward, 
many a budding interest in orchids has been ignited by the fascinating array of plants in bloom this month.  Keep an 
eye out for those young ones who see the miracles of nature as more than rivals for the glitzy fireworks, but as the 
true marvels they are.  Take the time to nurture and perhaps share a plant or two with a youthful relative or 
neighborhood nature child. 
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HEAT With temperatures often rising into the 90s, many orchid plants are stressed.  Large and tender new growths 
generated this past spring are maturing and hardening off but are still susceptible to sunburn, heat stress and fungal 
infections.  Therefore, the bulk of our activities this month are related to minimizing the effects of heat on our plants. 

READ ABOUT PLANTS Many orchids, particularly those from seasonally dry forests, such as encyclias, 
myrmecophilas and brassavolas, seem to do well in the summer heat.  Even the many deciduous Dendrobium 
species and hybrids that require cool winter temperatures are growing rampantly now.  Their adaptations of extreme 
succulence and large pseudobulbs give them the ability to withstand heat and dryness better than orchids from more 
seasonally uniform habitats like montane tropical rainforests, such as miltonias, many paphiopedilums, pleurothallids 
and even phalaenopsis.  These orchids tend to have smaller pseudobulbs, or none, and have less succulent 
foliage.  For these plants, shade and hydration during the summer heat is a real necessity. 

COOLING PLANS Basically, there are three strategies for cooling off your plants: shading, misting and air flow.  All 
of these strategies either separately or combined can ease the stresses of summer heat on orchids significantly.  But 
taken to excess, these heat defenses can do more harm than good. 

Shading Most of our orchids benefit from some shading during the hottest months, but many also need bright light to 
grow strongly and store enough nutrients to bloom once their new growths have matured.  Cattleyas, cymbidiums, 
standard dendrobiums and vandas will languish with weak and spindly new growths if kept constantly in deep 
shade.  For such plants, misting and air flow are better strategies for cooling.  For phalaenopsis and most 
pleurothallids, deeper shade gives better results. 

Misting Many high-light orchids, notably vandas and cymbidiums, benefit from a fine cooling mist at the height of the 
day's temperatures.  Feel your orchid's leaves on a hot day.  If they are hot to the touch, they have shut down and 
are in danger of burning.  Just a quick wetting down with a light mist is often enough to cool the leaves 
down.  Cymbidiums in particular seem to grow better when cooled in this way.  Automatic misting systems are 
available for both outdoor and greenhouse growers.  Still, beware of wetting down leaves in full sun, as the water can 
overheat or act like a lens.  This usually happens only under glass or on window sills where the air flow is poor. The 
other danger with misting is waterlogging your plants. Don't mist so much that your plants never dry between 
waterings.  Also, remember that water sitting in the new growths of your phalaenopsis plants at night is a sure recipe 
for the dreaded crown rot. 

Air Flow Perhaps the most important and overlooked aspect of cooling is air movement.  A beam of light hitting a 
thermometer will make it register much higher than the actual ambient temperature.  The same is true of leaves.  If 
light hits the same portion of a leaf on a hot day with no breeze to cool it, it will overheat and burn quickly.  But if a 
light moist breeze is caressing your plants, it will dissipate this heat.  This can also be done to excess, for example, if 
the air movement is too strong, it can prevent plants from taking in carbon dioxide, or cause desiccation. 

MICROCLIMATES Put maximum/minimum thermometers and monitor the light and air flow in various spots of your 
growing areas.  You’ll be surprised at how much they can vary.  You might find, for example, that the sunny south 
side of your greenhouse near the exhaust fan is a prime spot for dendrobiums.  Or the cool, breezy spot under the 
beech tree is ideal for the miltoniopsis.  There is a copper beech tree near our facility here in Washington, DC., 
where legend has it that Abraham Lincoln used to like to sit and write because it was 10 degrees cooler under that 
tree than anywhere else in the infamously torrid DC summer.  There may be spots like that in your own back 
yard.  Seek them out. Those are great spots to summer your orchids. 

FERTILIZING Even though your plants have been growing so well these last few months, beware of fertilizing on hot 
days.  When plants overheat, they shut down metabolism and basically stop growing.  If their medium and roots are 
imbued with plentiful, but unused, fertilizer, it can sour your mix and burn your roots.  Take the time to leach your 
plants of excess fertilizer salts, and use plant foods sparingly (if at all) during excessively hot weather. 

 — Thomas Mirenda is the orchid collection specialist at the Smithsonian Institution and an AOS judge. 3000 Cedar 
Lane, Fairfax, Virginia 22031. 

UPCOMING WEBINARS 



Ecuador’s orchids and the 22nd World Orchid Conference: November 2017 
Thursday, July 6, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Everyone invited 

Join Pepe Portilla, of Ecuagenera, and Andrea Salcedo, of WOC22 to find out about the orchids of Ecuador and the 
exciting things awaiting attendees of the 22nd World Orchid Conference in Guayaquil, Ecuador in November of 
2017. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2088590889454738945 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Everyone invited 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss a 
variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees. Please send your questions 
to stillilsch@cox.netby Sunday, July 9th. 

Register now using this link: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7631180625618853635 

 
Preserving Native Species with Dennis Whigham 
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                 Cypripedium caceolus var. pubescens 'San Diego' AM/AOS; Photographer: Unknown 

Tuesday, July 19, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Members Only 

Join Dennis Whigham, Senior Botanist of the North American Orchid Conservation Center, a division of the 
Smithsonian Institution as he discusses the coalition of associations dedicated to preserving native species. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6929416230293772035 

 
American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
Tuesday, August 8, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Everyone invited 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss a 
variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees. Please send your 
questions tostillilsch@cox.net by Sunday, August 6th. 

Register now using this link: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7707356990214464771 

 
Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view his 
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join either on your 
computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. Audio is included, 
so attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a microphone for your computer 
to use VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded and posted on the AOS 
website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at your convenience. 

YOUR SOCIETY CAN EARN FREE AOS MEMBERSHIP EXTENSIONS: 

 
Encourage new membership to AOS.  Affiliated societies can now earn a one-month extension of their AOS society 
membership for each new AOS member that they refer (note: membership renewals don’t count).  For now, the only 
way to take advantage of this program is to download and print the AOS Membership Application Form, check the 
box “yes” to indicate that you are a member of a local orchid society, most importantly fill in the NAME of your orchid 
society, and mail the completed application and payment to: AOS, 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables, Florida 
33156. 

With twelve new AOS members, your affiliated society can have a FULL YEAR OF FREE AOS membership! Be sure 
to have membership applications with your society’s name already filled in and available at your club meetings! 

Remember to let your members know, we want to sweeten the deal and give them every possible reason to join 
AOS today!  If they become an American Orchid Society member, they have considerably more resources at their 
disposal making growing orchids even more enjoyable and successful. 

Digital Access To Over 350+ 
past issues of Orchids magazine extending back to 1932! 
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THE JULY ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful pictures 

on: 

• Genus of the Month - A Baker's Dozen Cattleyas 

• Orchids Illustrated – Orchis anthropophora 

• For the Novice - Growing Cattleyas, Part 2 

• Masdevallia veitchiana 

• Restrepia 

• Dendrobium spectabile Hybrids 

 

Dendrobium Adora Nishii 'Surprise' AM/AOS; Photographer: Jim Tear 

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE! 
16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of recently awarded orchids. 

 
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving awards from the AOS!  Visit the new 
“Latest Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning photographs!  Click on the thumbnails to 
see them in larger format.  Free to members and nonmembers. 
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Phalaenopsis Lamb's Passion 'Springwater' AM/AOS; Photographer: Chad Brinkerhuff 

  

Let’s grow together, 

Denise Lucero 
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